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HONORED FOR LONG 
SERVICE—Dr. J. S. Brown 
(left) and J. T. Fain, Sr. 
(right), elders in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hen- 
dersonville, North Carolina 
were honored last month by 
the Session of the Church: 
Dr. Brown has been an elder 
since September, 1908 and 
Mr. Fain since June, 1907. 
In the center is the pastor, 
the Reverend Warren Thus- 


ton. 
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The General Chincil 


As a supplement to our report of the 1956 Mon- 
treat General Assembly, we desire to present a 
few facts that will be of interest to our readers 
in regard to the General Council. 


The “Forward With Christ” Program’ was 
launched January 1, 1955. It has had a large 
part in enabling our church to report the best 
year in its history. At the present time 1,672 
churches have officially adopted this program. 
This means that sixty per cent of the churches 
of over twenty-five members are in the program, 
and these churches have some seventy per cent of 
the membership of our entire church. It has 
stimulated the organization of seventy new 
churches during the year, which set a new rec- 
ord of achievement. It inspired the giving of 
our church to reach a new height for benevo- 
lences, current expenses, and building. The per 
capita giving reached the figure of $81.76, an 
increase of almost $6 over any previous year. 


The General Council and its staff have been 
busy th promoting the stewardship of posses- 
sions. The secretaries have spent a large part of 
their time in answering calls to present stew- 
ardship in individual churches. Seven new 
pieces of printed stewardship material have been 
released during the year. © 


The new approach of the Pre-Budget Can- 
vass was highly commended by the Council. 
Under the old plan the budget was first made 
and the Every Member Canvass was an attempt 
to raise the budget. In most cases the budget, 
generally fixed as low as possible, became the 
ceiling of giving, and stress was laid on money 
raising rather than stewardship. Under the Pre- 
Budget Canvass Plan the canvass is made before 
the budget is presented. Stewardship is stressed, 
proportionate giving emphasized, and one’s ob- 
ligation to Christ rather than a budget becomes 
the norm of giving. The almost universal testi- 
mony of the churches using this plan has been 
greatly increased gifts and a spiritual revival. 


1,019 of our churches used this plan in the 1955 


Canvass. 
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The publicity department has continued to 
develop and render an increasingly valuable 
service to the church. We desire at this time to 
express appreciation to Mr. Bluford Hestir, Di- 
rector of Publicity, for the fine work he and his 
staff did at the General Assembly. At all times 
this corps of workers was alert and efficient. 


The Stewardship Emphasis Season is sched- 
uled to begin October 1, 1957, and continue 
through November 17,‘1957. November 10 is 


designated as Every Member Canvass Day, and 
the theme of the Canvass is “For the Glory of — 


God.” 


Among the calender recommendations for 


1957, we note the following: February 24 - 
March 3 for Week of Prayer and Self Denial 
for World Missions; March 4 - April 21, special 
evangelistic season; October 13 is Laymen’s Sun- 
day; and October 27 is Reformation Sunday. 


i significant date is the meeting of the 


eneral Assembly at Birmingham, Alabama, 
April 25-30. 


The General Council is making plans for the 
observance of our Centennial in 1961. The 
Council believes that the Qne Hundredth An- 
niversary of our Church’s birth is an event of 
first importance, and any attempt to pass it 
without notice would be strained and unnatural. 
We feel that an observance emphasizing the dis- 
tinctive doctrines espoused by our Southern 
Presbyterian Church, coupled with a construc- 
tive program for the future could do much 
toward the stimulation of a new enthusiasm for 
the days ahead. We approve, therefore, of the 
theme of the Centennial as “Our Heritage and 
Mission.” | J.R.R. 


HELP US GET NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
Any Book listed on page 19 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before August Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 
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Softness 


There is genuine alarm among our national 
leaders as they face up to the situation which 
has developed in America during the past 
decade, - we are becoming a nation of softies. 


Only recently we spent the night in an ultra-' 


modern motel in Texas. Let us compare our 


quarters with the accomodations our own fathers. 


would have found in the same spot fifty years 
ago: 


Then there would have been shelter from 
wind and storm but probably a hard bed, swel- 
tering heat, lukewarm water to drink and a 
basin and pitcher for necessary ablutions. 


What did we have to enjoy? A large air- 
conditioned room, indirect lighting, two large 
beds, one of them with a gyromatic mattress 
which lulled the weary traveler to sleep by elec- 
tricity-induced vibrations, a television set for 
amusement, abundance of tiny ice cubes, tub 
and shower and latest luxurious equipment for 
modern toilet making. Outside was a large 
swimming pool with temperature-controlled fil- 
tered water, and next door an air-conditioned 
room with everything -ta.. tickle the 
palate. 3 


In a number of places across Atespies we 
found the same type accomodations except for 
the gyromatic mattress (these 
Delightful? Yes... But here 
thought: Americans are 


are coming too) . 
is sobering 


living such luxury: and ease that we are 
developing a generation of young people who — 


know nothing else. Luxurious living has always 
been accompanied by degeneration of muscular 
and spiritual tone. It can lead to national 
disaster. | | 


It is now a known fact that the young ‘people 
of every European nation are far more fit 
physically than are American young people of 


corresponding groups and age. The automobile, 


the television, delicate foods, undisciplined 
homes and individual lives are a — 
their toll. 


The natural question would be: “Would you 
then have us return to the primitive living of 
our fathers”? That is not easy to answer. The 
developing situation may be within the path 
of God's» judgment upon us as a nation. We 
are no longer a nation of people who have 
learned the disciplines of necessity. Materialism 


has lived abroad for many years. 


trend is here. The question 1s, 


with its lulling charms has sapped from us the 
will to be hard and to live by the sweat of our 
brow. More and more we look to the govern- 
ment for our decisions and for material help 
and when a people depends on others for such 
things it takes something out of them; some- 
thing which is very precious and very important. 


Recently we were talking with a friend who 
In the course 
of our discussion we mentioned the strange phe- 


nomena of the Scandinavian countries and their 


spiritual and moral decline. Immediately he 
replied: “With the development of their social- 
istic concept and its practical application in 
government and individual life a sense of de- 
pendence on others has been developed. With 
this security there has come a corresponding in- 
crease in the materialistic concept and decrease 
in a sense of need for God.” 


This can happen in America. Already:we are 
getting soft to the place where there is being 
sounded a warning of alarm by top leaders. The 
are we aS a 
people willing to endure the hardness which 
contributes to national greatness? 


Paul, writing to his spiritual son, Timothy, 
warned him that the Christian life and _ pro- 
fession demands a certain type of hardness and 
concentration on spiritual values: “Thou there- 
fore endure: hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that warreth entangleth him- 
self with the affairs of this life; that he may 
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 


Being a Christian should still entail a certain 
hardness and a life of discipline from which 
many of us recoil. Can we change before it is 
too late? L.N.B. 


The Arab Nations and Israel 


The bitter attitude of the Arab nations to 
the little nation of Israel is nat hard to under- 
stand, but its significance and potentialities 
cannot be overestimated. 


Much of this bitterness stems originally from 
the displacement of Arab settlers from the area 
now occupied by Israel, and_ their continued 
pitiful state as homeless refugees living in al- 
most unbelievable squalor. 


But, this resentment goes much deeper. The 
Arab nations have stated categorically that they 
vee refuse and shall continue to refuse to rec- 
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ognize Israel as a nation and her right to occupy 
a part of Palestine. 


More than that, the Arabs are fearful of this 
vigorous little nation because they know by 
experience that one Israeli soldier is a match 
for ten of their own. 


On the other hand, Israel today has demon- 
strated to the world its willingness to work, its 
ability to develop and its determination to suc- 
ceed. One has but to consider the area now 
under the control of Israel and compare it with 
thirty years ago. Amazing industry, dogged de- 
termination and brilliant planning has made the 
_ desert blossom like a rose. A melting pot of 
Jews from all parts of the world, many of them 
knowing little or nothing of their ancient re- 
ligion and background, they have been moti- 
vated by a consuming desire to become a na- 
tion, a people with a land and a government of 
their own. They have succeeded and they 
tend to continue to succeed. 


Geographically, except for the Mediterranean 
on the West, Israel is surrounded by Arab na- 
tions. These Moslem lands are also passing 
through a phase of extreme nationalism and, 
so far as Israel is concerned, they are united by 
a consuming hatred and they are bound together 
as well by ethnic and religious ties. 


In these troubled waters Russia is now fish- 
ing. Egypt, led by President Nasser, (probably 
the most dangerous man in that part of the 
world) is feeling the heady experience of taking 
over the Suez Canal from the British and of 
assuming a role in world affairs for which she 
has not one single qualification. 


Receiving arms from the Communist bloc 
and undertaking to speak for the Arab world, 
Egypt is a potential danger. It is also of sig- 
nificance that all of the Arab nations refuse 
to admit any justification for Israel as a na- 
tion and to note that their only restraint against 
Israel is a wholesome respect for the men and 
women who comprise the effective fighting force 
of their hated neighbor. 


That Israel must have sufficient arms to main- 
tain a balance is the feeling of many informed 
world leaders. That this armament must not 
be sufficient to tempt aggression is also recog- 
nized. 


Many Christians feel that there is a prophetic 
significance in this emergence of Israel as a 
nation. Others discount this aspect of the sit- 
uation but all students of world affairs agree 
that the Middle-East is potentially the most 
dangerous spot on the globe. Palestine, the so- 
called “navel of the world,” lies close to the 
greatest known oil deposits on the globe. All 
over the world today national life and military 
planning are projected on oil. This significant 
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combination of circumstances makes the events 
developing in that part ot the world of the 
gravest import. 


The Old Testament repeatedly states that the 
attitude of peoples and nations to the Jews is 
often a determining factor in their own exist- 
ence. History, both Biblical and secular, would 
indicate that none have ever prospered who have 
mistreated the Jews. Regardless of the future 
role Israel may be destined. to play in world 
history it is certainly worthy of note that this 
small, virile and struggling national entity has 
again become the center of controversy, hatred 
(and possibly of destiny) in the affairs of the 
entire world. 


In the Scriptures Christians are enjoined to 
pray for all men. It is therefore our duty to 
pray for those nations and leaders whose center 
of interests are there in the Middle East. One 
wonders if as we pray for the peace of the 
Church, the spiritual Jerusalem, there should 
not also be a heeding of David’s psalm of old: 
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall 
prosper that love thee.” ? L.N.B. 


“Out of the Mouth of Babes” 


I have just heard this story, related to me by 
the mother of a little boy three years and eight 
months old today. | 


They were enroute to Asheville by plane. 
In the next seat back of them sat two women, 
one elderly, the other quite young. They were 
smoking. The little boy, attracted by the fumes, 
coming over the back of his seat, climbed up 


- and looked at them with that open-eyed frank- 


ness of a child. Presently he said to them, “Jesus 
doesn’t like that.” The elderly woman leaned 
forward and said, “What did you say, little 
boy?” “TI said Jesus doesn’t like that,” he re- 
plied. “Why,” she asked. 
you a dirty heart,” the little boy answered. After 
a brief pause, she asked, “How old are you, little 
boy?” “I’m free years old,” he answered. 


That was all. A minute of silence in the 
back seat. The mother touched the little boy 
on the arm and suggested that he eat his cookie 


now. He may become a great preacher someday | 


- likely will; but it is doubtful if in all his 
career he will ever pack as much sound wisdom 
in so few words. W.CSS. 


Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. | 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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Why Some People Take 
Prayer Seriously 


By Rev. Henry S. Schum 
Johnson City, Tenn. 


“Confess your: faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” 
(Jas. 5:16-19) “The effectual, fervent prayer 


: of a righteous man availeth much.” (Dan. 9:1-9) 


Some people take prayer seriously. The Bible 
says, “Elijah was a man subject to like pas- 


sions as we are, and he prayed earnestly. that 


it might not rain; and it rained not on the 


_ earth by the space of three years and six months. 


And he prayed again, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” 


Ezra, the man God used to lead the people 
from Babylon back to Palestine, upon realizing 
the sins of the people did this: “And at the 
evening sacrifice I arose up from my héaviness; 
and having rent my garment and my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands 
unto the Lord my God, and said, “Oh my God, 
I am ashamed .and blush to lift up my face 
to thee, my God; for our iniquities are increased 


over our head, and our trespass is grown up— 


unto the heavens.” And the rest of his 
recorded prayer is overwhelming evidence that 
he took prayer seriously. 


Joel knew the value of prayer when he said, 
“Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather 
the elders and all the inhabitants of the land 
into the house “of the Lord your God, _ cry 
unto the Lord.” Joel 1:13,14. 


We read in the biographies of our forefathers 
who were most successful in winning souls, that 
they prayed for hours in private. The question 
therefore arises, can we get the same restarts with- 


— out following their example? 


Finney said, “I once knew a minister who had 
a revival 14 winters in succession. I did not 


know how to account for it until I saw one of © 


his members get up in a prayer meeting and 
make a confession: ‘Brethren,’ said he, ‘I have 
been long in the habit of praying every Satur- 
day night till after midnight, for the descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon us. And now, brethren, 
and he began to weep, I confess that I have 
neglected it for two or three weeks.’ The secret 
was out. That minister had a praying church.” 
(From O. J. Smith: The Revival We Need) 


We do not have to limit our observations to 


men of the Bible or to our forefathers. There » 


are some people today who take prayer seriously. 
The only real answer to the overwhelming suc- 
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at night. 


cess of revival in Scotland is effectual, fervent — 


prayer on the part of literally thousands of peo- 
ple who took prayer seriously. 


But why do some people take prayer serious- 
ly? JI think the answer is to be found in a 
knowledge of and love for God. Some people 
take prayer seriously because they want to. They 
want to because they have been changed in their 
hearts by the operation of the Holy Spirit. 


No one takes true prayer seriously who has 
not repented of his sins and been born into the 
family of God. When a person comes to know 


God and to love him, then he becomes anxious 


to do the will of God. 


_ People who take prayer seriously do so be- 
cause they know and love God and _ because 
they realize that God does His work in answer 
to effectual, fervent prayer. These people recog- 


~ nize that prayer is a vital key in the plans and 


purposes of God, and it is for us to use the 
key to open the windows of heaven so the bless- 
ings can come. | 


“If my people which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” II Chron. 7:14. The 
same principles of prayer still work today. 


By now, the purpose of my message must be 
clear to you. I am anxious to increase the num- 
ber of people in our church who. will take 


prayer seriously. 


I know that many of you pray upon arising 
in the morning, at meals and before you go to 
Some of you pray in public. 
That is good. Some of you even come to the 
one meeting of the week set aside for the pur- 


pose of prayer for your church and its activities. 


That is exceptional in our age when people 
think that all it takes to keep a church going 
is organization, money and friendliness. But 
I am talking about some real spiritual work 
that can only be done by true Christians who 
have a real concern. 


Would you like to become a real prayer war- 
rior in the biggest war of the ages? Would you 
like to take prayer seriously because you really 
want to. Would you like to enter into some- 
thing really big and have your whole life take 
on a new significance? 
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Are you tired of a weak, watered-down Chris- 
tian experience with no spiritual vision or pow- 
er? If so, then perhaps I can help you. 


First, you must really desire a change from 
weakness and indifference to power and vision 
that will result in effectual, fervent prayer. 


But you say, “What is there to be so con- 
cerned about?” 


Just this: The Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is entering into the final days of the 
greatest world-wide battle for truth that history 
has ever known. It doesn’t take a prophetic stu- 
dent to see that America and the free nations 
of the earth are being overrun by the greatest 
Satan-inspired, atheistic world-revolution of all 
time. The fanatic zeal of God-denying, God- 
hating Communism is spreading faster than any 
revolutionary force the world has ever seen. 
America is fast becoming an island of freedom 


surrounded on every side by the slave forces of» 


Communism. 


These are self-evident facts. I need not go 
further. Every intelligent person knows that 
our country is in the gravest danger of its entire 
history. 


And the Christian people of America, the only 
ones who can really do anything about it—are 
asleep. We are busy with our organizations, 
our socials, parties, our nice, but not really 
necessary activities, and have forsaken the one 
great task of the church. We have quit praying 
and have taken a defeatest attitude regarding 
the evangelization of the world. We have closed 
our ears to the awful warnings of men in high 
places. We have closed our eyes to the needs of 
the heathen to hear the Gospel and be saved. 
We have closed our hands to the support and 
help of those who have gone in our stead to 
represent us to the lost en foreign soil. Some 
have never started. Others have started and quit. 


But you sav, “Preacher, show me some Scrip- 
ture that will clearly indicate that I have a 
responsibility to pray for the lost and for world 
conditions.” 


Here is your answer. Turn to Daniel 9:1-19. 
“In the first year of Darius the son _ of 
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
In the first year of his reign I Daniel under- 
stood by books the number of the years, whereof 
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years 
the desolations of Jerusalem.” 


Daniel first looked in the Word of God. He 
read Jeremiah 25:11,12 ‘And this whole land 
shall be desolation, and an astonishment; and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years, And it shall come to pass, when 
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seventy years are accomplished, that I will pun- 
ish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith 
the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of 
the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual deso- 
lations.” 


Then what did Daniel do? He said, “Well, 
God’s program is going on time all right. I 
knew the time was about up. We'll soon be 
going back to Jerusalem. I’m a good Presby- 
terian and know that what’s to be will be. We 
can’t change God. Three cheers for the return 
of the saints to Jerusalem!” 


He did no such thing! Listen to parts of 
Dan. 9:3-19 “And I set my face unto the Lord 
God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: And I prayed 
unto the Lord my God, and made my confes- 
sion, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 
that love him and to them that keep his com- 
mandments; We have sinned, and have com- 


mitted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 


have rebelled, even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts and from they judgments; Neither have 
we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, 
which spake in thy name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongeth 
unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces as at 
this day; to the men of Judah, and to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that 
are near, and that are far off, through all the 
countries whither thou hast driven them, be- 
cause of their trespass that they have trespassed 
against thee. . . . O Lord, hear; O Lord, for- 
give; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for 
thine own sake, O my God; for thy - and 
thy people are called by thy name.’ 


Daniel took prayer seriously. He wanted to. 
He had to. He knew God, and knew that God 
works in answer to — — effectual, fervent 
prayer. 


But you say, “Preacher, we know Communism 
is real and that total war may come to America. 
Show us Scripture we can use as Daniel did. 
Here it is in Ezekiel 38 & 39. God says to the 
northern powers, ““And say, thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, I am against thee; O Gog, the 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: And I 
will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed 
with all sorts of armor, even a great company 
with bucklers and shields, all of them handling 


swords.” 


It is clear as to the land and people and 
also the time. “After many days thou shalt be 
visited; in the latter years thou shalt come into 
the land that is brought back from the sword, 
and is gathered out of many people, against 
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the mountains of Israel, which have been always 
waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, 
and they shall dwell safely all of them.” 


God also says why He is ordering the godless 
hosts to come upon the people in the Promised 
Land in the last days. “And thou shalt come 
up against my people Israel, as a cloud to cover 
the land; it shall be in the latter days and I 
will bring thee against my land, that the heathen 
may know me when I shall be sanctified in 
thee, O God, before their eyes.” 


But are there Americans in this picture? Look 
at Ezek. 39:6 “And I will send a fire on Magog, 
and among them that dwell carelessly in the 
isles; and they shall know that I am the Lord.” 


God is going to judge us with fire that we. 


may come to know that the Lord is God. 


Now, as a good, Bible-believing Presbyterian, 
what can you do? God has a program. He is 
following it out exactly. Judgment is coming. 
What can prayer do? 


We can do exactly as Daniel did. Continue 
to examine the Scriptures. Know the way God 
is going and then pray accordingly. Our prayer 
will not be to try to avoid disaster, but that 
we might do the will of God in the days ahead. 


Remember, judgment isn’t the end. God can 
keep us in time of judgment and He will lead 


us through it to the glorious days of eternity 


promised to every believer. 


But He will do all this in answer to the ef- 
fectual, fervent prayer of His people. God can> 


do anything He pleases—with or without our 
prayers or help. He has chosen to work in 
answer to and in connection with believing 
prayer. 


So - do you want to take prayer seriously? Then 


_acknowledge your sins, humble yourself before 


God, seek his face, ask for a new outpouring of 
His Spirit upon you. Learn God’s plans and 
His ways. 
power and vision and you will take _ prayer 
seriously. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker | 


Sunday, July 15, IJ Corinthians 7:5-13a. In 
his first letter Paul rebuked the Corinthians 


for their immorality (I Corinthians 5). He 


then sent Titus to carry through disciplinary 
action (vv.5-15). What results did Titus report 
as a result of his mission (vv.7,9,11) ? What ef- 
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Then you will be a Christian with | 


fect did the grief of the Corinthians have on 


their behavior (vv.9-10) ? Observe how Paul felt 
toward them,,even when he wrote the first let- 
ter (vv.8,14). What was Titus’ attitude toward 
them (vv.7,13,15)? Do you think the results of 
vv.7-11 would have been acquired if love had 
not motivated the actions of Paul and Titus? 
Love should always motivate Christian disci- 


-pline; its primary purpose is not to punish but 


to restore. 


Monday, July 16, Leviticus 19:33-34. Verse 
18b summarizes the whole Old Testament con- 
cept of social conduct. How do vv.17-18 show 
that this principle of conduct should come from 
the heart? Notice the practical ways in which 
this principle is carried into every-day life 
(vv.9-10,11,13-15). Is there anything one should 
expect in return from the poor of vv.9-10? Ob- 
serve how vv. 33-34 carry this precept into one’s 
relations with strangers. Should there be any 
difference in the way we treat strangers as com- 
pared to our own people (v.34)? Every injunc- 
tion in the chapter closes with the phrase, “I | 
am the Lord, your God,” showing that these 
things should be done because of our relation- 


_ ship with God. Review the chapter for practical 


applications for yourself. 


Tuesday, July 17, Deut. 6:4-9. According to 
Jesus, verse 4 contains the greatest command- 
ment of the Old Testament (Matthew 22:37). 
Remember that the phrase “The Lord our God 
is one Lord” is a part of that command (v.4a). 
Loving God, supremely means worshipping him 
alone. We cannot love the Lord and worship 
other gods (vv.14-15). Loving God involves the 
keeping of His commandments (v.2) and our 
holding of Him in reverential awe (vv.2,13). 
Our love for God involves our worship, obedi- 
ence and consecration. In what different cir- 
cumstances of home life can a child be taught 
this kind of love for God. What do we, as 
earthly parents, teach our children about their 
heavenly Father, if we “are weak in our disci- 
pline or overly-indulgent in our dealings with 
them? What concept of God are you teaching 
your child? 


Wednesday, July 18, Luke 1:26-38. Shame 
in Mary’s own generation (vv.26-27,34) turned 
to honor in generations to come (v.48). The 
possible shame of giving birth to a child out 


of wedlock was something that.came from the 


Lord (v.35), and Mary was willing to submit 
to it. (v.38). From these circumstances came 
untold blessings from God _ (vv.48-49), and 
praise and gratitude on Mary’s part (v.46). 
The very purposes of God were carried forth 
(vv.32-33,54-55) because Mary was willing to 
submit herself to the will of God. Would you 
be willing to submit yourself to God in the face 
of shame and scorn by the world if God wanted 
to use you in a unique way to further His 
Gospel? 
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Thursday, July 19, Luke 10:38. There was 
a home just outside Jerusalem where Jesus often 
found a welcome haven among close friends. 
This was the home of Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus. Turn over to John 11:1-5,28-41 and 
pick out the phrases that describe Jesus’ feel- 
ings toward Lazarus. What resulted among the 
Jews as a consequence of Jesus raising Lazarus 
from the dead (v.45)? Among the Pharisees 

(vv.47,53,57) ? What effect did it have on the 
faith of Jesus’ own disciples (vv.4,15,40-42) ° 
How might the raising of Lazarus have been a 
help to the disciples’ faith “when they beheld 
Jesus, Himself, put to death? God is able to 
use the affliction of one whom He loves to 
deepen the faith of others who face crises in 
their lives. : 

Friday, July 20, Luke 10:39-42. Christians 
who are weak in faith sometimes try to make 
up for their lack of faith by a multitude of 
activities. Observe in John 11:20-27,39 Mar- 
‘tha’s lack of faith in Jesus’ ability to raise 
Lazarus.from the dead. Mary, simply because 
she loved Christ, anointed His feet with oint- 
ment (John 12:1-3) and sat at His feet as He 
taught (Luke 10:39). It was Martha who was 
distracted with much activity (Luke 10:40-41; 
John 12:2). When _ hard-pressed, she fretted 
(Luke 10:40).. Jesus loved them both (John 
11:5) but who did He feel had deep spiritual 
discernment (Luke 10:41-42) ? Could a shallow 
faith be the cause of our spending much time 
in church activities and little in the habit of 
daily prayer and meditation in the presence of 
Christ? 


Saturday, July 21, Acts 9:36-43. There is a 
difference between fretful, dutiful activity done 
for the church, and acts of charity done because 
of the constraining love of God in our hearts. 
Dorcas’ deeds were evidently of the latter type. 
Are your Christian activities the fruit of the 
love of Christ within you, or the result of a 


nagging conscience saying you are not doing . 


enough? Observe that Dorcas’ good works 
(vv.36,39) were not beyond the average per- 
son’s ability. It is often the comparatively in- 
significant deeds that are the most important 
in the sight of God (Matt. 25:31-46). 


ANCHORED — OR ADRIFT 
By L. Nelson Bell 
This important article which appeared 
in the May 2, 1956 issue called forth so 
many requests for reprints that it is now 


available in booklet form at 50c per dozen 
or $4.00 per hundred. 


Order From 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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(From “New Testament Evangelism’ 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 147 


9 


Continuing “FisHinc Wirth THE WorpD” 


This story comes from Arizona. It was told 
by an electrical workman to Hugh D. (“Shine’’) 
Smith, misstonary to the Navajos and brother 
of the author. A mountain-climbing party in- 
cluded a plucky lad who slipped and broke his 
leg and had to be carried back to the hospital. 
Later, one of the party visited the boy while 
convalescent and found him still determined to 
make the climb to the top, so he offered to ac- 
company him ona second effort. All went well 
until about half way up, the wounded leg which 
evidently had not fully healed, collapsed, and 
again the lad lay helpless on the mountainside. 
But his rugged companion shouldered him and 
by the greatest effort managed to reach the top. 
The boy looked at his friend and said, “I 
wouldn’t be here if it were not for you!” The 


“electrical worker who was repairing a nearby 
power line then said to my brother, “I wonder | 


if when we get to heaven anyone will walk up 
to us and say, ‘If it weren’t for you, I wouldn’t 
be here’”’. 


A comforting discovery to the soul-winner 
might just as well be made at the beginning 
of ;the effort. It is that his task is immensely 
simplified by the fact that all his line of per- 


suasion is laid down for him in clear print | 


in the Bible. He does not have to resort to 
his wit, nor skill in debate, for he may. not 


have either. These would, at best, be only a 


secondary service to him, if any. An unbeliever 
who is unwilling to confess or relinquish his 
sin 1s a most obstinate person to deal with on 
spiritual matters, and argument, no matter how 
skillful, gets nowhere. It sometimes makes mat- 
ters worse. But “the Word of God is quick and 
powerful, and sharper than any _ two-edged 
sword” and it “is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.”” The Holy Spirit has 
supplied this Word and endued it with un- 
failing power. It will bring conviction. It is 
folly to lay aside this invincible “sword of the 
Spirit” and turn to your own words in argument. 
Use the Word. (see Heb. 4:12). | 


Using the Word. This does not mean a 
slavish repetition of Scripture to the exclusion 
of any thought of your own. But every state- 
ment made and every answer given should be 
truth which can be supported with God’s Word, 
and, of course, actual quotation of the Word 
is best. If you are faithfully looking to the 
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Holy Spirit for guidance, and asking for it, You 
will not go amiss in this. The point is, you 
do not have to go outside Scripture truth. And 
you must not allow yourself to be drawn into 
argument away from it. One of the Devil’s 
favorite lines of “interference” is to shift the 
conversation away from Bible statements. Note 
the woman at the well in Samaria. The men- 
tion of her five former husbands and her pres- 


ent illicit relationship stung her, and she tried 


to shift the subject by raising the question of 
where men ought to worship, in this mountain 
or at Jerusalem. Jesus, the Master Fisherman, 
was too wise to allow it, but quickly brought 
her back to the main line. Often, in introduc- 
ing the subject, when you ask a “prospect” if 
he is a Christian, he will begin telling you how 
he pays his debts, how he never took anything 
from anybody wrongly, nor drank, nor swore, 
nor chewed. He may even tell you what a good 
woman his mother was; or he will bring up 
the different modes of baptism, or the hypocrites 
in the church - anything to get away from fhat 
searching question. Let him run on awhile; be 


patient. But when he pauses for breath, quiet- 


ly ask him if he has accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, if he feels assured of the safety 
of his own soul. | 


Late one night at:a hotel desk the writer was 
closing the day with a letter to the homefolks. 
On the opposite side of the desk a traveling 
salesman was also closing his day with a letter 
to his firm. He was evidently in a bad humor, 


‘for his brow was clouded and as he sealed his 


letter and stamped it he banged his fist down 
on it with a half suppressed oath. Our eyes 
met across the table and he began to tell of 


the irritations he had suffered during the day. 


It had rained the whole day; business had 
amounted to nothing; merchants were blue and 
wouldn’t buy; it was a nasty town anyhow; he 
never liked to come here; and this hotel! well, 
it was about the bummest in all his territory. 
The writer was thinking that if this man were 
a Christian he would take life more calmly; 
so when he paused for breath, the question was 
asked him: ‘Are you a Christian’? ‘That-‘opened 
the floodgates. A Christian? He guessed not; 
and never would be, if he kept his mind. With 
that he began to relate some things “he knew 
about Christians.” He had been in partner- 


ship with a Presbyterian deacon, and the deacon 
had stripped him of everything he had. Later, 
after a long struggle to get ahead again, he 
had foolishly cast his lot in business with a 
Methodist steward, and through him he had 
lost his second fortune. Both these, he claimed, 
had swindled him. Since then he: had steered 
clear of church people, except where he could 
“tie them up” to their contract so they couldn’t 
get away. He had a contempt for these “hypo- 
crites."” Continuing with increasing speed and 
vehemence, he said he was one of seven broth- 
ers. The other six were all members of the 
church and he was the only honest one in the 
bunch. That last remark helped to place this 
poor fellow where he belonged, but there was 
no chance to get in a word edgeways. He talked 
a blue streak for 20 minutes. Several times the 
writer endeavored to ask a question, but he 
would not be interrupted. Finally, the Sword 
of the Spirit was drawn. Turning to Romans 
14:12 the writer placed his finger at the verse 
and reaching it up beneath the low hanging 
bulb that furnished light for both sides of 
the desk, under the eyes of the tormented man, 
he was obliged to pause and read it: “So then 
every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God.” The effect was instantaneous. His jaws 
snapped together as he jumped to his feet, 
snatched his letter off the table and with a 
blunt “Good night!” went to his. room. It was 
the last’ I saw of him. Next morning the clerk 
said he had left on the six o’clock train. I do 


not know all that Romans 14:12 did for him; 


but one thing is certain, it stopped his line of 
talk about hypocrites in the church that night 
as effectually as though a thunderbolt had 
struck the hotel and split it in two. If we Chris- 
tians would take the Word at its face value and 
believe the claims it makes for itself, and use 
it, maybe someday it would be recorded of us, 
as of the heroes of faith, “who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob- 
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 


_of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 


waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens’! by carrying the Word to 
every fortress that held out against God - in our 
"own day! 


(More about using the Word, in next lesson) 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
thletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. | 
rd, room, and tuition, $795.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


acre campus. 
Boa 


JULY 11, 1956 


ld 

er 

n- 

is 

le 
to 

C- 
oh 

e. 
p. 

1e 
”) 

p 

y 

T- 

O 
ot 

a 

iS 

n 

t- 

d 

ts 
aS 

iS 

e 

n 
e 

d 

e 
L PAGE 9 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JULY 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


We Belong To A Great Company 


Scripture: Acts 2:44-47; Hebrews 10:19-25; 11:1 - 13:8 


Devotional Reading: Ephesians 4:1-13 


In our Devotional Reading we have a beautiful description of this “Great Company” to which 
all Christians belong: the Church. Every Christian has a “vocation”, or 


“calling”; the upward 


calling of God in Christ Jesus. We are called out of sin into salvation; out of the world and its 
wicked ways into a heavenly walk and life. To walk “worthy of that calling’ should be the aim 
and ambition of all those who beldng to the “Great Company” of redeemed men and women, 


described in Revelation 7:9 as a “great multi- 
tude ,which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongues.” 
In Ephesians Paul is emphasizing the “walk,” 
or manner of life which should characterize 
those who have been called to follow Christ. 
We are to walk in all lowliness and meekness 
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in 
love. (See Ephesians 4:17; 5:2; 5:15). 


He proceeds in 4:1-13 to stress: (1) The Unity 
of the Church, and (2) its Diversity. We hear a 
great deal of talk about the Church being 
divided into so many denominations, and some 
people criticize us for that obvious fact. When 
we come to rock-bottom facts, however, the 
Church is ONE; “We are not divided; all one 
body, we.” This is true of the real Church. 
There are certain bonds which unite us. Paul 
tells us what they are: “There is one body, and 
one Spirit”; one “hope of your Calling.’’ The 
Church is the “Body of Christ’. This “Body” 
is not separated into a hundred different bodies, 
even though we call the different branches 
“bodies of Christians’ sometimes. Every true 
Christian is born of one Holy Spirit, and led 
by that Spirit and filled with that Spirit. We 
have “one Lord, one faith, one baptism’. We 
are all believers in Christ; He is our Saviour and 
Lord. We are saved through grace, by faith in 
Him, and baptized info One Body, when we 
are baptized in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. We have “One God and 
Father of all.’””’ We belong to the One Family, 
and we are all His children. So we should al- 
ways think of the Church in terms of Unity, 
not Disunity. 


In this Unity there is Diversity. We are not 
all alike, any more than the trees of a forest, 
or the leaves on a tree. There are diversities 
of gifts, and differences of operation. ‘The 
Church is a real “Body,” having members which 
differ, just like the eyes and hands, and feet 
of a human body. We cannot all be eyes, or 
hands, or feet. Our ideal is the “measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
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We are 


to grow up into Him in all things, built up 
in truth and love. Every true Christian is a 
vital part of this One Body; none excluded. 


We who live in the United States should 
understand this analogy. We have one great 
Country with our ‘Capital, Washington; one 
President; one Congress; one Flag. In_ this 
Union there are many States; some small, some 
large; some one shape, some another. These 
States have certain “rights.”” Why not think 


of the Church in a somewhat similar manner? ° | 


Our many Denominations do not destroy the 
Unity of the Church any more than our many 
States destroy the Unity of the United States. 
It is a good thing to have different States. 


“We acknowledge one universal church, the 
same in all ages, of which Christ is the Head.” 
“The church consists of all the redeemed.” 
(Brief Statement of Belief). In our lesson to- 
dav we get some pictures of that church. 


I. The Church Right After Pentecost: Acts 


2:44-47: Fellowship, Sharing. 


The Church takes on new life‘ and a new 
form at Pentecost. It existed in its Jewish form 
in the Old Testament. Now it breaks the bands 
of Judaism and becomes what is commonly 
called the “Christian Church.” Let us never 
forget, however, that the church of the Old 
Testament was “Christian” too, for Christ is 
the Saviour of the Old Testament saints as well 
as of New Testament saints. They were saved 
by faith in Him. They had but the “shadow 
of good things to come.” They looked forward 
to a Coming Messiah; we look back at One Who 
has come. There was a marvelous Revival at 


Pentecost, a “Re-birth,” one might say, of the 


One Church. 


The glimpse we get is very striking and very 
lovely. It includes doctrine, or teaching, and 
fellowship and sharing, or we might change 
that a bit and say that it is a picture of fellow- 
ship based on love, manifesting itself in teach- 
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ing and sharing. There were certain great facts 
which they believed, and this united them in a 
family. The rich sold their possessions and 
divided their goods and there was a spirit of 
joy which was contagious; “Praising God, and 
having favor with all the people.” This picture 
was soon spoiled by the deceit and punishment 
of Ananias and his wife, (chapter 5) and we 
find the church changing its methods in caring 
for the poor. (Chapter 6). 


Il. Holding Fast and Encouraging One 
Another: Hebrews 10:19-25. 


The Book of Hebrews treats especially of the 
High Priestly work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the first ee of chapter ten His sacrificial 
work is stressed. “For by one offering he hath 
perfected forever them that are sanctified.’’ God 
makes a new coveyant with us and will remem- 
ber our sins and iniquities no more. ‘This is 
the “new and living way” which is made for 
us so that with boldness we can enter the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus. 


Having stated this vital and precious truth, we 
are urged to “Draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith” . “Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering.” 
This is the very heart of the gospel, a rallying 
point for all true believers. We are to encourage 
and help each other,provoking unto love and 
good works, and assembling together for wor- 
ship. This is needed today. The church must 


never drift away from the Cross and the atoning 


death of Christ; His priestly work. The tend- 
ency is to stress His life and example and teach- 
ing, and neglect the other. Our only hope is 
ina Saviour Who has opened this “new and 
living way” by the sacrifice of himself. Only 
as we draw near the throne of grace through 
Him and hold fast to Him as our Substitute and 
Sacrifice for sin can we encourage and help 
other Christians. 


Ill. Faith: Hebrews 11:1 - 13:8. 


This extensive section may be divided itto 


two parts: 1. Faith as we see it in the Old— 


Testament, and 2. Faith for us today. 


1. Faith as seen in the lives of Old Testament 
Heroes. 


We are given a very striking definition of 
faith : Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. I 
may be sent a deed to property in another state 
which I have never seen. This “‘title-deed’’ is 
evidence that I own the property. I believe I 
own it, even though I have not seen it. So we 
believe God and His promises and by faith lay 
hold upon our eternal possessions, and our home 
in the heavens. By faith we also believe that 
this universe was created by the Word of God 
and we trust Him Who called it into being. 
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_ The main part of chapter eleven is taken up 
with a list of the outstanding heroes of faith 
who belong to that “Great Company” of all 
ages. It was faith that saved Abel, as he by 
faith, offered a more perfect sacrifice than Cain. 


Faith enabled Enoch to walk with God when 
the world as a whole was walking away from 
Him. He was translated that he should not 
see death. He left this testimony, “that he 
pleased God.” Faith always pleases God. 


It was faith that made Noah believe the 
warning of God and build the ark, to the saving 
of his whole household. He was not only a 
builder, but a preacher of righteousness, and 
for one hundred and twenty years preached and 
built. 


Abraham’s faith is known far and wide. It 
led him to leave his country and kindred and 
venture out,on the promise of God. We might 
call it ‘Faith of the Pioneer.’ His faith wavered 
at times and he made some bad mistakes, but 
as a whole it showed a complete surrender to 
God. It was strong enough to stand the test 
which we find described in Genesis 22. 


The faith of Isaac was ofa quieter kind. He 
came between Abraham and Jacob and is over- 
shadowed by them. Jacob’s faith finally tri- 
umphed and he became a prince with God, but 
his life is a sad and disappointing one in many 
ways. 

‘When we come to Moses, “the greatest man in 
the Old Testament,” as many believe, we have 
a marvelous faith exhibited. As a young man 
he made a great choice. He refused the crown 
of Egypt and chose to suffer affliction with the 
people of God. His faith enabled him to “en- 


_ dure as seeing Him Who is invisible.” 


Then follows a list of lesser heroes whose 
faith did great things for them and through 
them. They were men and women of whom 
the world was not worthy. 


2. The Faith We Need Today: 
Hebrews 12:1 - 13:8. 


The heroes above are like a “cloud of wit- 
nesses” watching us as we run the race set be- 
fore us. We are to run with patience, even as. 
they did. We are to endure chastening and 
hardship and encourage one another. Study 
these verses. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
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guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 22 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Everyday Greatness 


Hymn: “O For A Heart To Praise My God” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11 

Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
Offering 

Hymn: “A Charge To Keep I Have” 


LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 

It is most important for young people to 
make careful plans for the future. As we dis- 
covered in our program last week, we should 
consider carefully what we are going to be and 
what we will do with our lives. It is also impor- 
tant to make the right preparation for our voca- 
tions. While these things are very true, we must 
not give ourselves over to living in the future 
altogether. We’ must remember that the course 
we follow in the future is determined very 
largely by the kind of living we do now. We are 
not likely to be successful in the future unless 
we are successful in our present jobs. 


Just what are our present jobs? It may be 
that we do not think of ourselves as having 
jobs at all. We may think of ourselves as being 
unemployed. The fact is, however, we all have 
employment, whether we are aware of it or 
not. Many of us are high school students. ‘There 
is a job in itself, and a very important one. Our 


studies and our other school activities call for 


a great amount of our time and energy. We 
also have responsibilities in our homes and 
churches. These responsibilities make up an- 
other phase of our present job. There are many 
_young people in our age group who do part- 
time work for pay. This too, is a part of our 
present job. Leisure time and recreation are 
important for all people, and especially for 
young people. Even these are meaningful in 
determining the successfulness of our lives. 


As we go about our present tasks or jobs, we 
ought to be striving for success. Doing daily 
tasks well is the way to attain the “everyday 
greatness” spoken of in the title of this program. 
Let us look at some of the qualities we ought 
to be developing day by day . . . qualities which 
will lead to success and “everyday greatness.”’ 


First SPEAKER: 

One of the basic ingredients of success is 
dependability. This is a quality which we should 
develop and practice in everything we do. Can 
our teachers always depend on us to turn in our 
papers when they are due? Can our parents 
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count on our doing regular home chores with- 
out having to remind us the second and third 
times? When we agree to have a part on the 
program at the youth meeting can the leader 
depend on us to be present and well prepared? 
Can our friends always depend on us to keep 
our promises and to do our part? Depend- 
ability is one of the roads to “everyday great- 
ness.” We ought to walk it every day. 


Closely related to dependability is honesty. 
We are not referring to obvious violations of 
honesty, such as lying and stealing, but to some 
more generally accepted forms of dishonesty. 
A boy who is being paid by the hour and who 
loafs on the job is being dishonest. A student 
who “borrows” information which he was sup- 
posed to work out for himself is guilty of dis- 
honesty. Any kind of sham or pretense is a 
form of dishonesty. Some dishonest people seem 
to be successful, but they could never be called 
great in the true and pure sense of the term. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Every person who is truly successful is thor- 
ough in the work he does. Thoroughness is 
something we need to practice in everything 
we do. If we want to get to the top, we must 
learn to put our very best into whatever we do. 
There are many times when it is easier to take 
“short cuts” and do a job in a shoddy manner, 
but sloppy work can become a habit very quick- 
ly, and sloppiness is a sure barrier to success. 
If we are already in the habit of doing things 
in a slipshod fashion, it will be difficult to 
overcome the habit. The best way to overcome 
this bad habit is to practice being thorough in 
some very small matters. There is real personal 
Satisfaction in doing a job well, and when we 
learn thoroughness in small things, we shall 
find it easier to be thorough in all our work. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


Another very important ingredient of success 
is the attitude we have toward other people 
from day to day. A person can be very well 
informed, skilled, thorough, dependable, and 
honest in his work, and still be a failure if 
his attitude is unwholesome. Are we always 
pleasant, friendly, and unselfish in our school, 
home, and social contacts? We may think this 
has little bearing on our future in the business 
or professional world, but personality deter- 
mines success to a very large measure. Our 
attitudes shape our personalities, and now is 
the time our attitudes can be changed if need 
be. There can be no “everyday greatness” in 
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thoroughness, friendliness, 


us unless we begin now to develop and practice 
these wholesome attitudes. 


FoURTH SPEAKER: 
In our program two weeks ago we noted that 
Christ’s formula for success called for service. 


Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man came not. 


to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45. 
Service and helpfulness certainly ought to have 
a large place in our plans for future life and 
work. If these characteristics are to be found 
in us in the future, we must begin to practice 
them faithfully now. Do we seek to be genu- 
inely helpful to our teachers and fellow students 
at school? Do we think of our homes as need- 
ing our services, or do we think of them only 
as institutions to minister to our needs? Un- 


selfish service is one of the marks of “everyday | 


greatness.” 


FIFTH SPEAKER: 
There is one simple way to make sure that 


_all these necessary marks of greatness and suc- 


cess will be found in us. If we will unreservedly 
dedicate our lives to Christ, we shall find our- 
selves steadily growing in dependability, honesty, 
and helpfulness. 
These qualities are the natural outgrowth of 
the new nature ... the new heart .. . that 
Christ gives us when we give ourselves to Him. 
The sure way to “everyday greatness” is com- 
plete dedication of all that we are and have to 
Jesus Christ. 


Search the Scriptures 


“Let us search and try our ways and turn again 
to the Lord.” 


If you desire knowledge, if you would like 
to grasp the full meaning of Christianity, go 
to the Bible. Read it chapter by chapter and 
mark each verse of interest. Eventually you will 
be able to answer most of your own questions. 
You will go back to certain passages over and 
over and years from now they will be as fresh 
and as powerful as on the day you discovered 
them. 


There are thousands of verses with messages 
in them for men upon every subject. Whole 
chapters and whole books will appeal to you. 
No one has been able to consume and absorb 
the Bible; it will take more than a lifetime of 
serious and detailed study. Select subjects like 
Faith, Prayer, Sin and with the aid of | a con- 
cordance enjoy hours of worship. 


God speaks to man through His Word and 
the greatest blessing you can receive will come 
through a careful and prayerful study of His 
Word. I recommend a seven-year course in the 
Bible, verse by verse. Ralph Brewer 
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The : Boul of the Year 
By Tsunetaro Miyakoda 
General Secretary of the Japan Bible Society 


The special recognition gained by the New 
Kogotai (colloquial) Bible in Japanese is a 
great forward step for the Bible cause and 
evangelism in Japan. The book awards of the 
Mainichi Shimbun, one of the world’s largest 
newspapers, are similar to the Pulitzer prizes 
in the United States. 


During each of the last nine years on No- 
vember 3 - Japan’s “Culture Day” - an award 
to the best book of the year has been announced. 
This annual award is given to a book on its 
merits as the best reading in its class. Points 


are also given for excellence of manufacture. 


The Japan Bible Society submitted its 
medium-sized Bible in “Kogotai,” colloquial 
Japanese. 


Over 20,000 books covering almost every 
phase of the life of the nation were submitted. 
The judges were leading men in every walk of 
life.. Thirty were from Tokyo and twenty-two 
from Osaka. Some of the best-known men in 
science, education, art, drama, and literary criti- 
cism were among the judges. 


It soon became known that among the 350 
books announced as not eliminated prior to 
the day of decision, the Kogotai entry was a 
leading favorite. 


Finally the Mainichi Shimbun, “The Daily,” 
which sponsors the contest, handed down the © 
final judgment of the more than fifty men who 
carefully examined all the book entries. The 
Kogotai Bible, they decided, should be awarded 
special first-place recognition in every way equal 
to the regular first prize. 


The first prize carried with it 50,000 yen 
($150) and a bronze tablet. The cash was to 
go to the author and the tablet to the publisher. 
In the case of the Bible the cash prize could 
not go to the author, so a special category was 
created. The author of the next-best book re- 
ceived the cash award, but the Japan Bible 
Society received the bronze tablet. 


The value of this award will be tremendous. 
Imagine the effect it will have on missionary 
distribution for the colporteurs to. be offering 
a book judged “the best of the year.” One morn- 


ing after the award was presented, it was like 


an answer to prayer to stand on the pavement 
near the Bible House in Tokyo and watch the 
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passers-by stop and scrutinize the certificate of 
merit and the first-prize bronze plaque which 
were on display. 


Miss Florence Walvoord, a missionary in 
Japan of the Foreign Board of the Reformed 
Church in America has written: “Last spring 
the Kogotai translation was selected by the Na- 
tional Library Association of Japan as one of 
its ‘recommended books.’ This means that its 
three thousand member libraries all over the 
nation will be urged to put this edition of the 
Bible along with other books for special display 
and recommended reading.” 


—From the American Bible Society. 


Christian Adventure 


If you want to get a real thrill out of going 
to church, follow a few off-hand suggestions 
culled from remarks of a fellow-pastor. From 
what may have been but a boring duty — a 
matchless adventure will be realized. 


1. Never miss. That’s fundamental. Occa- 
sional church-going is like occasional practicing 
on a musical instrument. It never gets beyond 
the stage of painful awkwardness. Go regularly 
and soon you will enter a glorious stage of 
freedom. Church-going will become an exciting 
adventure. 


2. Study to know the worship pattern. The 
Pastor can help you. Each organization of the 
Church would profit much by setting aside an 
evening to a special study of it. For joyous 
church-going — know the service and the mean- 
ing of each part. 


3. Be receptive - not critical. Face the pano- 
rama of spiritual values which a church service 
brings you just like you would watch a sunset 
or listen to music. Be receptive. “Incline thine 
ear.’ Surrender yourself calmly to the glorious 
experience and respond hilariously. 


Don't sit stiffly and severely as if daring God 
to get anything by the door of your heart. Relax. 
Surrender to the worship mood. 


4. Don't expect the sermon to please you 
every time. Even .300 is a good batting average 
in baseball. No pastor could please all his wor- 
shippers every time he preaches. If he did he 
would not be worth his salt. Even in human 
relationships Jesus commented “beware when 
all men speak well of you.”” We may go to church 
for comfort and strength but sometimes we need 
to be stabbed awake spiritually and morally. 
It’s when a sermon hits you that God is getting 
something across to you! 


5. Give as well as receive. There are many 
ways you can contribute: tithes and offerings 
for the Gospel work of congregation, at home 
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and in other mission fields. But you can also 
pray for the pastor, the organist, the choir di- 
rector, choir, ushers, the worshippers about you 
and especially for those who didn’t come — God 


‘only knows why. Surprising what this can do 
for a service - and you. Let your worship be - 


others-centered rather than self-centered. 


6. Tell others. If you would keep the bless- 
ings of worship - share them. Say to your neigh- 


bor over the fence or to your friends over the | 


phone, “Say, I wish you had been at church 


with me yesterday. The anthem was so helpful 


- the message so fine and in the prayer we came 
face to face with God. There was a radiance on 
the face of those who worshipped.” 


Church-going need not be boring - it can be 
a spiritual adventure. Make the most of this 


privilege while it is still ours. Come to Church— 


every Sunday. And give your whole self in the 


service of our Lord. 
—Dr. Paul Luther Wetzler 


One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


Our stewardship begins at home, and these 
are Mrs. Askew’s thoughts: Home is the first 
and most precious, the most potent respon- 
sibility of a Christian steward. The next most 
precious are the children. 


In what habit of living can our stewardship 


be best expressed - through our homes? 


A true reverence for a happy use of God’s 
Book, God’s Day, and God’s House of Worship, 
with the habit of prayer at meals and also at 
some regular period each day. But equally - this 
every day living from a sincere devotion to the 
Lord. Does everything in our homes point 
eri to Christ? The rightly ordered 
Christian home will always find right places 
and proportion of time and money for service 
to Church and community. 


Your children’s sense of Christ’s real and _be- 
loved Presence in your home depends on the 
atmosphere of your home more than atything 
else. You must make this atmosphere. Three 


essentials are: 


How SINCERE is your home - Sileecintty in 
its religious forms and customs? 


How HAPPY is your home - especially in its 
inner chambers of family intimacies? 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
Pulpit Hangings — Altar Clothes 
Bible Markers — Communion 


Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 years of Service 1956 
To The Church And Clergy 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd $ New York 10, N.Y. 
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How PURE is your home, especially in its 
habits and thought and speech? 


It is well to consider here - your child’s abili- 
ties, as well as your own - for whose sake are 
they being used? Is your child using the skill, 
with his own particular instrument, 
it be piano, typewriter, or pen for Christ? 


Does your home, as it is known to Jesus, make 
Him glad? Remember, He is the abiding guest 
in every Christian heart and home. 


Church News 


_ REV. CHARLES H. GIBBONEY 


Atlanta— 


The Rev. Charles H. Cileewe Secreta y of 
Promotion for the Board of Church Exteftsion, 
June 24 accepted the call to become pastor of 
Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church in Augusta. 


Dr. Gibboney will assume his new duties on 
September 1. 


The six-hundred-member church is the one 
President and Mrs. Eisenhower attend when they 
are in Augusta. 


Dr. Gibboney goes to the Reid Memorial 
pastorate after seven years with the board. 
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WHY EVERY BIBLE READER | 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 


CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by JAMES STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which. it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 

_@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 

every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 


SOUTHERN 
PRESEYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 


He is a native of Roanoke, Va., where he 
received his early schooling. His undergraduate 
work was begun at the University of the South, 
and completed at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Charlottesville. He received 
the B. D. degree from Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Richmond, Va., in 1938, and was awarded 
the Salem Fellowship. The following year was 
spent in graduate study at the University of 
Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland. 


After ordination by West Hanover Presby- 
tery, in the fall of 1939, Dr. Gibboney served 
a group of churches in, that area for the fol- 
lowing three years and taught Bible at Hamp- 
den-Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, Va. He 
held a pastorate at Keyser, West Virginia, for 
two years and for five years was pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, Va. 


In the summer of 1949 Dr. Gibboney became 
Educational Secretary of the Executive Commit- 
tee of Home Missions and upon reorganization 
of the Church’s agencies a year later, became 
Secretary of Promotion for the Board of Church 
Extension, his present position. , 
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DEATH OF DAWSON TROTMAN 


Christian friends around the world have been 
shocked and saddened by the sudden Home- 
going of Dawson Trotman, Director of the Navi- 
gators, who was drowned in Schroon Lake, New 
York, Monday, June 18. 


During the Navigators East Coast Conference 
at Schroon Lake, Dawson Trotman was with 
‘Jack Wyrtzen, director of Word of Life Camp, 
and a group of young people in a speedboat, 
when the boat struck a wave and he and Allene 
Beck, 21, were thrown out. The girl could not 
swim, but he held her above the surface of the 
water while the boat circled back to them. Just 
as she was pulled to safety he sank beneath the 
waters. His body was found two days later 
by a skin diver, Alfred Popp, at a depth of fifty 
feet. “a 


Mr. Trotman’s intimate friend and associate 
Billy Graham spoke both at the private funeral 
and public memorial service in Colorado 
Springs on Wednesday, June 27. In a letter to 
friends of The Navigators the evangelist said, 
“T can think of fio one with whom I have had 
closer fellowship ‘and to whom I am more deep- 
ly indebted spiritually than this man of God 
... There could not have been a more dramatic 
and characteristic way to die. He who spent 
all of his life in bringing salvation and upbuild- 
ing to others . . . spending his last moments in 
saving the life of one who could not swim.” 


The last thirty of Dawson’s fifty years had 
been spent in vigorous discipleship for his Lord. 
Converted at the age of twenty through some 
Scripture passages he had memorized, he im- 
mediately began to reach others with the gospel 
of Christ and help them grow in the Christian 
life through Bible study and prayer. This dual 
purpose continued throughout his ministry as 
he imparted to thousands of Christian and mis- 
sionary leaders the vision of follow-up and train- 
ing of laymen to win and teach others. 


Putting these principles into action in 1932 
in intensive individual training of a few sailors 
of the USS West Virginia in the San Pedro 
harbor, he later saw the fruit of their applica- 
tion as the work spread from sailor to sailor, 
to other ships throughout the fleet and other 
branches of the service, and later to civilian 
life. 


In 1948 he made his first survey of missions 


around the world and sent the first representa- - 


tive to spearhead the Navigators’ work in a for- 
eign country, Roy Robertson, ex-Navy pilot who 
set up headquarters in Shanghai, China. Since 
then “Daws” had traveled hundreds of thou- 
sands of miles and worked tirelessly to answer 
the demands of mission boards, churches and 
other agencies who have asked the Navigators 
for help in follow-up. Best known of the helps 
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and correspondence courses he designed to in- 
struct and help the young Christian are “Be- 
ginning With Christ” (The Initial Bible Ra- 
tions) , Introductory Bible Study and the Topical 
Memory System. 


Today twelve countries overseas and fourteen 
U. S. areas have Navigator headquarters. On 


the very day of their leader’s death another of 
his goals was fulfilled as a team of Navigator 


missionary representatives entered Africa to as- 


sist other missions in the evangelization and 
training of former Mau Mau terrorists. 


Directing the Navigator work as well as con- 


tinuing the responsibility for follow-up and — 


personal counseling with the Billy Graham 
Team is the organization’s vice president Lorne 
Sanny. As far back as 1948 Dawson had rec- 
ognized God’s direction in designating Sanny 
to succeed him in leadership of the Navigators 


' work. Throughout these years and more espe- 
cially in recent months Daws had trained and 


prepared him for this task. The heartbeat of 
Dawson Trotman’s teaching and one of the basic 
principles upon which the Navigators have 
moved forward is illustrated in the fact that a 


man trained and equipped of God is ready to 


assume leadership. 


Said Billy Graham, “I believe that the Navi- 
gators will continue; I believe that they will 


expand. And the young man that is to head 


the Navigators from now on, Lorne Sanny, is one 
of the best equipped men for the task that I 
know.” 

No change in the board of directors is antici- 
pated. | 
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ALABAMA 


_Birmingham — Two Presbyterian churches in 
this area are moving ahead with their building 
and expansion plans. 


South Avondale Presbyterian Church announced 
that workmen have begun laying the concrete 
foundation for the first two units of a $125,000 
building program. The Rev. David Park, pastor, 


said that the initial units, an educational building 


and a temporary sanctuary, should be finished by 
the middle of August. The last two units planned 
by the congregation, which has purchased a nearly 
five-acre site for the building, will be the perma- 
nent sanctuary, and the youth building. They 
plan to convert the temporary sanctuary into an 


Adult Fellowship building. 


The Forest Hills Presbyterian Church in Fair- 
field is planning an expansion of the present plant. 
Dr. Alva Gregg, pastor, said that the membership 
was seeking financial assistance. Members have 
requested a $10,000 grant from the General As- 


sembly, and a $3,000 grant from the local Pres- — 


bytery, he said. 

The congregation wants to build a_ two-floor 
educational unit which will have Sunday School 
departments in the basement, and a_ temporary 
sanctuary, fellowship class and Adult Bible classes 
on the first floor. 
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With the excavation already completed, the 
congregation has raised $3,300, and received a 
grant of $3,910 from the General Assembly and 
a grant of $3,200 from the Atlanta Presbytery. 


The Synod of Florida 


The 65th annual session of the Synod of Florida, 
Presbyterian Church U. S. was held at the Peace 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Clearwater, June 
19th and 20th, 1956. Retiring Moderator the Rev. 
Walter B. Passiglia presided at the Communion 
Service preaching the moderatorial sermon on the 
topic “Hold Fast.” 


The Rev. Dr. W. H. Kadel, Pastor, First Presby- 
terian Church, Orlando, and Vice-Moderator, was 
unable to attend the meeting of Synod being 


enroute to the Holy Land with Mrs. Kadel, having 


been honored with the trip as an expression of 
appreciation by their congregation. : 


The Rev. Paul Milburn Edris, Pastor, First Pres- 
byterian Church, Daytona Beach, was elected Mod- 


erator by acclamation as was Elder Judge Julian 


L. Alford of Tallahassee as Vice-Moderator. The 
clerks of the Synod elected to three year terms 
included the Rev. Russell F. Johnson, Pastor, 
Springfield Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, 
Stated Clerk; the Rev. Stewart H. Long, Pastor, 
Bel-Mar Presbyterian Church, Tampa, Permanent 
Clerk and the Rev. Arthur W. Rideout, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Bradenton, Pub- 
licity Clerk. 


Synod adopted a benevolent budget of $618,520 
for 1957 and assigned this amount to the five 


Presbyteries of the Synod. A _ special challenge . 


fund of $5,000 matched by the Board of Christian 
Education, Richmond, Va., will be used to study 
the possibility of a Presbyterian Church related 
College for Florida. 


Synod accepted the invitation of the First Pres- 


- byterian Church, Ocala, to meet with them in May 


1957 during the 100th Anniversary of the Ocala 
Church of which the Rev. Fred L. Turner is Pastor. 


Mrs. F. M. Womack, President of Synodical, The 
Women of The Church, reported on the outstand- 
ing work of the 28,459 members of the 828 circles 
which were responsible for the raising of $253,- 
673.00 in 1955. 


Representatives of the Synod related institutions 


reporting to the Synod included the Rev. Dr. John 
R. Cunningham, President of Davidson College, 
Davidson, N. C., the Rev. Dr. Felix Gear for Co- 
lumbia Seminary, Decatur, Georgia; the Rev. A. G. 
McInnis, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, San- 
ford, Fla., as a Trustee of Thornwell Orphanage, 
Clinton, S. C.; and Miss Patricia Gatlin, Campus 
Christian Life Worker assigned to the Westmin- 


ster Foundation, University of Florida, Gaines- 


ville, reporting for the Assembly’s Training School 
for Lay Workers, Richmond, Virginia. The report 
of Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia, was 
presented by Dr. W. E. McNair, Assistant to the 
President of Agnes Scott College. A request that 
one dollar per communicant member of the churches 
of the Synod be placed in a special fund for David- 
son College support was approved by the Synod 
and recommended to the member Presbyteries. 


A. special Judicial Commission of the Synod 
sustained the action of St. Johns Presbytery 
against the Rev. Arthur A. Froelich, Pastor and 
the Elders and Deacons of the Maitland Presby- 
terian Church in the dissolution of the pastoral 
relation and the removal of the church officers. 
The Rev. Mr. Froelich gave notice to the Synod 
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of his intention to register a complaint against 
this action to the General Assembly meeting in 
Birmingham, Alabama, in April 1957. The Rev. 
Dr. Stephen T. Harvin, Pastor of the Southside 
Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville and Chairman 
of Synod’s Special Judicial Commission on this 
matter was elected by the Synod as respondent to 
represent the Synod before the Judicial Commis- 
sion of the General Assembly. ; 


The success of the pre-budget method of church 
canvassing was reported by several churches of 
the Synod. 


The Rev. Dr. E. D. Brownlee, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of Inverness, oldest member 
of the Synod in point of service was recognized 
by Synod on the 50th anniversary of his licensure, 
to the Gospel Ministry. 


The Men of the Church of the Synod were enter- 
tained at a dinner presented by the Peace Me- 
morial Church of Clearwater of which the Rev. 
Dr. D. F. McGeachey, Jr., is Pastor. The Peace 
Memorial Church is celebrating its 65th anniversary © 
in the completion of a complete remodeling of 
the Sanctuary and of Roebling Hall. Dr. Lester 
Hale of the Speech Department University of 
Florida, a deacon of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Gainesville, presented the main inspirational ad- 
dress on Christian Higher Education at the men’s 
dinner. 


The closing session of Synod was addressed by 
the Rev. Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary of the 
Division of Higher Education, the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, Richmond, Va., on the subject “The 
Christian College — The Dream.” 

Memorials were received in the passing of the 
Rev. E. B. McGill, Jacksonville, the Rev. Alva 
Hardy, Orlando, the Rev. Robert H. Visor, Clear- 
water and the Rev. Dr. W. T. Martin, Tallahassee. 
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GEORGIA 


Savannah — At the spring rally of the Men of 
Savannah Presbytery held in Vidalia, Ga., the men 
voted unanimously to have as their main project, 
the building and development of a_ presbytery 
camp at Hilton Head. Main development will begin 
_ Immediately and continue through 1956 and 1957. 

It is hoped that enough facilities will be available 
by July so that daytime groups can use the site. 


Sometime in May, twenty-eight men, at the in- 
vitation of G. H. Achenback and Major General 
Joseph B. Fraser, met to plan for the promotion 
of the camp to be located on twenty wooded acres 
given last year to the presbytery by the Hilton 
Head Company, of which Gen. Fraser is president. 
The site is 125 yards from the beach. 


Dan P. Stearns of Statesboro, treasurer of the | 
Camp Fund, reports that $6,562.31 in cash receipts ° 


from churches and individuals has already been 
received. Disbursements to date for bulldozing, 
building roads, and clearing the ground, amount 
to’ $1,413.75. This leaves a balance of $5,148.56 
on hand with $5,795 in unpaid pledges from 
churches and individuals. 


This will be the first conference ground of 
Savannah Presbytery. 


At the meeting of Savannah Presbytery, Sep- 
tember 20, 1955, the Camp Finance Committee 
was authorized to borrow $7,500 from the bank 
to complete the first phase of the camp. When 
the presbytery met in Hinesville, May 15 of this 
year, it reaffirmed this authority and twenty-six 
men have indicated that they would endorse the 
bank note with the understanding that individual 

liability would not exceed $500. | 


The Rev. Ewell L. Nelson, pastor of McRae Pres-. 


byterian Church and G. H. Achenback of Vidalia, 
past president of the Men of the presbytery, are 
co-chairmen of the Finance Committee of the 
canmip. The Rev. J. Walton Stewart, pastor of First 
Church, Savannah, is chairman of the camp’s Plan- 
ning Committee. 


Jackson — At impressive ceremonies Sunday, 
May 27, ground was broken for the new Sunday 
School Annex of the Jackson Presbyterian Church, 


marking the first major building program of the 


Church in the last 65 years. 


Attending the ground-breaking rites was a com- 
mittee from Atlanta Presbytery, including Dr. F. 
C. Talmadge, secretary of the Committee of 
Church Extension for the Atlanta Presbytery; 
Elder Robert Head, of the Druid Hills Presbyterian 
Church, chairman of the Church Extension Com- 
mittee, and Dr. Bonneau Dickson, pastor of At- 
lanta’s Rock Springs Presbyterian Church. 


The new annex will contain approximately 
2,850 sq. ft. with a basement space for fellowship 
hall, kitchen and storage room and a first floor 
divided into four classrooms and toilet facilities. 
Tied onto the right rear corner of the sanctuary, 
the annex will blend into the architectural de- 
signs of the church and will be framed with white 
clap boards to match the church structure. 


Rev. W. H. Bell, Jr., is now in his third year 
as pastor of the Jackson Presbyterian Church. He 
is a graduate of Brown University and Columbia 
Theological Seminary and a native of Atlanta, 
Georgia. | 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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TENNESSEE 


Nashville — Rev. and Mrs. William R. Reily and 
family of our Congo Mission are scheduled to re- 
turn to that country on June 27 after their fur- 
lough in the United States. 


Mr. Reily will begin his second term of service 
in the Belgian Congo where he is engaged in 
evangelistic work. He is from Tyler, Texas, and 
is a member of Paris Presbytery. Mr. Reily at- 
tended Tyler Junior College, and is a graduate of 
George Washington University and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. 3 


Mrs. Reily is the former Miss Patsy Miller who 
is the daughter of Congo missionaries, the Rev. 
and Mrs. A. Hoyt Miller. She attended the Cen- 
tral School for Missionaries Children in Congo 


’:and then came to America where she studied at 


Erskine College in Due West, S. C. She received 
her B. A. degree from Queens College, Charlotte, 
N. C. Mrs. Reily also attended Assembly’s Train- 
ing School in Richmond. She is a member of Myers 
Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. 


The Reilys have three small sons age five, two 
and four months. 


Nashville — Rev. and Mrs. Paul Blake Smith 
of our West Brazil Mission announce the birth of 
a daughter, Margaret Grace, in Brazil on May 1.- 


Mr. Smith is from Orlando, Florida, and is a 
graduate of Maryville College and Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. He is a member of Cherokee 
Presbytery. 


Mrs. Smith is the former Miss Janet Giffen of 
Marietta, Georgia. She is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Marietta. They first went 
to Brazil in September 1948, and are engaged in 
evangelistic work. 


The Smiths have two other children, sons, aged 
614 and 4. 


Knoxville — Vice President Richard M. Nixon 
has accepted an invitation to be principal speaker 
at the men’s convention of the Synod of Appalachia, - 
at Montreat, N.*C., August 5. 


Announcement of the Vice President’s accept- 
ance was made here by Mack Blackburn, president 
of the men of the synod, and a member of Little 
Brick Church in Knoxville. 


The convention will start August 4 and will last 
two days, having as its theme, ‘‘Man’s Place in 
the Household of God.” 


H. H. McCampbell, Jr., Knoxville lawyer and | 
Presbyterian leader, will keynote the conference. 


Included in the Synod of Appalachia are presby- 
teries from four states: Knoxville Presbytery in 
Tennessee and Kentucky; Holston Presbytery in 
Tennessee; Abingdon Presbytery in Virginia, and 
Asheville Presbytery in North Carolina. 
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